




S.O.A.P Bible Reading and Journaling

S.O.A.P. is a method of Bible reading and journaling. It can be 
used with any daily Bible reading plan.

S for Scripture
Open your Bible to today’s reading. Take time reading and allow 
God to speak to you. When you are done, look for a verse that 
particularly spoke to you that day, and write it in your journal.

O for Observation
What struck you and caught your attention in what you read? 
What do you think God is saying to you in this scripture? Ask the 
Holy Spirit to teach you and reveal Jesus to you. Paraphrase and 
write this scripture down in your own words.

A for Application
Personalize what you have read, by asking yourself how it applies 
to your life right now. Perhaps it is instruction, encouragement, 
revelation of a new promise, or corrections for a particular area of 
your life. Write how this scripture can apply to you today.

P for Prayer
This can be as simple as asking God to help you use this scripture, 
or it may be a greater insight on what He may be revealing to you. 
Remember, prayer is a two way conversation, so be sure to listen 
to what God has to say! Now, write it out.



Sermon Notes



April 5

HE SEEKS US WITH UNCONDITIONAL LOVE

Genesis 3:8-9

America has the reputation of being a "disposable society." We throw away unwanted 
items and relationships when we grow tired of them, when they are flawed, when 
they disappoint us, or when they require too much effort to maintain. This is not so 
with our heavenly Father. There are no disposable souls in God's economy. He pur-
sues us with unconditional love.

We see this truth illustrated in today's passage. Adam and Eve broke their fellowship 
with God when they sinned, but He did not abandon them. God came seeking the 
hiding sinners. 

The first question recorded in Scripture, "Where are you?" was not logistical in na-
ture – Adam was being called to account. While Adam may have thought he could 
hide from God, God knew exactly where he was. His question was designed to make 
Adam consider the condition he was in and why he was there. He wanted him to 
come out of hiding and confess his sin. 

The same inquiry comes to each of us today. God already knows where we are and 
what we've done, and yet He still seeks us and sustains us with unconditional love. 
Despite our shortcomings, according to 2 Peter 3:9, He is "not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to repentance." 



April 6

HE SEEKS TO SPARE US FROM ETERNAL DEATH

Genesis 22:1-13 

The admonition to walk a mile in someone else's shoes urges us to immerse our-
selves in another's experiences in order to understand their perspective, motivation, 
and challenges. By walking with Abraham up Mount Moriah in today's Scripture 
reading, we are able to empathize and relate to his experience and also gain a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for our own salvation story. 

Abraham and Isaac's three-day journey seems to unfold in slow motion as it reveals 
a desperate situation that required a divine solution. Take the time to consider each 
of the painstaking steps Abraham took in preparation for the offering that God re-
quired from him. When Abraham and Isaac reached the appointed place of sacrifice, 
Abraham built an altar.  He deliberately arranged the wood upon it.  He carefully 
bound his son. He purposefully laid Isaac on the altar. He obediently reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slay him. Each step must have been more agonizing than 
the last as it led up to the moment that Abraham would ultimately take the life of the 
one he loved so dearly. True to His character, God provided a substitute for Isaac that 
day, sparing Abraham the grief and pain of sacrificing his son.

After walking in Abraham's shoes through the difficult events of Genesis 22, we 
begin to understand the intensity of God's great love. He did not withhold His Son 
from us when we could not pay our own sin debt. Instead, He spared us from eternal 
death by providing a divine substitute.



April 7

HE SEEKS TO TAKE YOUR LIFE IN A NEW DIRECTION

Matthew 2:1-12

The journey the Magi made from the East to Bethlehem was not for the fainthearted. 
It was long and arduous but ultimately resulted in the opportunity for them to meet 
and worship the Savior.  Jeremiah 29:13 tells us that the Lord can be found when we 
passionately pursue Him. This promise was proven true for the Magi in today's pas-
sage as they intentionally sought and found the Lord.

After spending time with Jesus, we see the Magi following God's leadership even 
though it set them on a new course. When we allow God to orchestrate the events of 
our lives in order to accomplish His will, He may point us in a new direction. We can 
rest assured that God's way is always the best way, whether the detour is helping us 
avoid danger or guiding us to a new opportunity.

Just as our salvation encounter with Jesus led us to forsake our own way of life in 
pursuit of following after Him, God may periodically reset the trajectory of our 
lives in order to help us better serve His purpose. Will we be faithful, obedient, and 
responsive when God offers us a new and better direction?



April 8

HE SEEKS THE UNTOUCHABLE

Luke 5:12-13 

Navigating the waters of a pandemic may be new to most of us today, but there is 
nothing new about social distancing and quarantining for public safety. A set of laws 
was established in ancient times to handle the threat of leprosy, which was highly 
contagious and incurable. The disease itself was described as a living death. Not 
only did lepers suffer from the devastating physical effects of the disease, but they 
also struggled with being social outcasts. They were not allowed to live among the 
healthy; they were required to wear torn clothes, keep the lower part of their face 
covered, and publicly declare themselves "unclean" if they encountered another 
individual. 

The leper Jesus met in today's passage was desperate. He wondered if Jesus would 
turn away from him because of his sores and rotting flesh? He approached Jesus, 
questioning his willingness to heal him, not His ability to do so. Pay close attention 
to the words of verse 13: "Jesus reached out His hand and touched the man." He 
could have healed him in any number of ways, but He reveals his willing and com-
passionate heart by choosing to touch the untouchable.

Jesus' readiness to reach out to a leper not only illustrates his mercy and compassion 
for this one individual, but it also testifies to the way He offers love and forgiveness 
to sinful humanity. Like leprosy, the effects of sin will ultimately lead to death. Our 
situation is desperate. The good news is that Christ offers spiritual healing to the 
unclean. Won't you let Him touch your heart today?



April 9

WHAT IS YOUR REAL MOTIVE FOR FOLLOWING HIIM?

Matthew 14:35-36

The people in today's passage recognized Jesus by His physical appearance and His 
reputation as a great healer. Sadly, they did not recognize His true identity as the 
Messiah, or His ability to heal them spiritually. They were not drawn to Him because 
of His authoritative teaching and spiritual insight, but because of His power over the 
laws of nature that enabled Him to perform miracles. In their excitement about the 
possibility of finding freedom from their pain and suffering in this life, they over-
looked the more important fact that Jesus offered them freedom from the curse of 
sin for all eternity.

Natalie Grant's song, More Than Anything, reminds us that we often have selfish 
motives for following Jesus. The lyrics point out that our prayer should be for our 
personal relationship with Christ to have first place in our lives. We should desire 
Jesus more than anything.

"Help me want the Healer more than the healing, Help me want the Savior more 
than the saving, Help me want the Giver more than the giving, Help me want YOU, 
JESUS, more than anything."



Sermon Notes



April 12

He Came to Serve

Matthew 20:28

In the world we live in today, the term servant often carries with it a perception that 
someone is lower in class or rank if they are labeled as a servant. Like they are the 
"hired help,” but this honestly cannot be further from the truth of what the Bible tells 
us about being a servant.  

Henry Blackaby says this about serving: "the measure of greatness in the kingdom of 
God differs vastly from that of the world.  Our society idolizes the rich, the power-
ful, the beautiful, and the athletic. The world claims it is demeaning to serve others.  
However, God's kingdom completely rejects the world's measure for esteem, giving 
the greatest honor to the one who serves most.  The person who serves selflessly, lov-
ingly, without complaint, and without seeking recognition is highly regarded in the 
kingdom of God."

Jesus was the perfect example of what servant leadership should be.



April 13

HE HAS A MINDSET TO SERVE

Philippians 2:5-7

In preparing for this writing, I began to research the topic, mindset/attitude of a 
servant.  One result brought me to the Carolina Fire Rescue EMS Journal where I 
began to read an article titled Attitudes of a Servant Leader by Douglas Cline.  The 
article begins with, "True leadership begins with serving.  No role, position, job, task, 
or calling of leadership in emergency services can be effective unless there is first a 
willingness to serve by the individual.  Proper serving in leadership begins with a 
proper attitude."

 If we truly want to be leaders for Christ, it begins with our mindset being that of 
serving others.  

The article goes on to provide eight essential attitudes that every leader needs. I have 
adjusted the wording a bit to fit what a Christian servant should provide. 

• Servant leaders express encouragement
• Servants have genuine empathy
• Servant leaders maintain unity 
• Servants understand purpose
• Servants are not politically motivated
• Servants are not conceited
• Servants are humble
• Servants work well with others

Every single one of these essential attitudes were demonstrated by Christ and should 
be demonstrated by us as well. 



April 14

HE HUMBLED HIMSELF TO SERVE

Philippians 2:8

Take a look at the above scripture again.  Do you see that exclamation mark at the 
end of cross?  In the English language we use an exclamation mark to invoke a strong 
feeling or to stress something.  In this passage, it is used to stress the phrase, "even 
death on a cross!" Why?  Because a cross kind of death was the most despicable kind 
of death.   Christ, the Son of God, was so humble and obedient that he suffered that 
death for US.  He served others even in his death!

The definition of humility is a modest or low view of one's own importance.  Christ 
led his life as the perfect example of humility.  Throughout his ministry, he served 
others with a humble heart and ultimately offered up his own life for them, you and 
me.

As followers of Christ, we too should be humble.  Our mission should be to serve 
God by serving others.  We should offer up our lives for others so they will see the 
love of Christ in us. Being obedient to God means loving others selflessly and sacrifi-
cially.  After all, no one ever led someone to Christ by thinking only of themselves. 



April 15

HE WAS THE MODEL SERVANT

John 13:1-17

In verses 3-5 of John 13, we see a vivid scene of Christ's model for his disciples of 
humility and servanthood. "Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power and that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from 
the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.  After 
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them 
with the towel that was wrapped around him." 

Once Jesus was finished washing each of the disciple's feet, and he had returned to 
his place at the table, he said in verses 14-15, "Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.  I have set you an 
example that you should do as I have done for you."

Jesus' demonstration of service to his disciples wasn't just for them to learn from.  
This demonstration was a beautiful scene of servanthood for us all.  How can we be 
so arrogant at times to think that we are above "washing each other's feet" when our 
own Savior, the perfect Son of God, was willing to do it himself?



April 16

ARE YOU WILLING TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE?

John 13:17

As followers of Christ, serving shouldn't be an option but an act of obedience.  The 
term Christian means "like Christ." All through scripture, we see Jesus modeling for 
us what it truly means to be a servant.  I know in my own personal life, some of the 
most peaceful and spirit-filled times I have experienced comes from serving oth-ers 
in various ways.  When you serve, not only is someone else receiving a blessing 
through your obedience, but you truly receive blessings as well.  

8 Blessings We Get From Serving by Veronica Sexton
• Serving allows us to discover and develop our spiritual gifts. 
• Serving allows us to experience miracles.
• Serving allows us to experience the joy and peace that comes from obedience.
• Serving helps us to be more like Jesus.
• Serving surrounds us with other Christians who can help us follow Jesus.
• Service increases your faith. 
• Serving allows us to experience God's presence in new ways.
• Serving is good for your soul.                                                   



Sermon Notes



April 19

SIN: OUR NEED FOR SALVATION

1 John 5:17; Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:9

1 John 5:17 tells us, "All unrighteousness is sin." The words "all" and "sin" may be 
small words in relation to their number of letters, but they are both very broad 
terms. The word "all" includes the whole of humanity dating back to the beginning 
of time. In a nutshell, unrighteousness is a failure to understand or care about what 
is "right" in the eyes of God. The word "sin" encompasses a wide variety of actions 
and attitudes, including willful rejection of God's Word, a lack of reverence for God, 
breaking rules that have been established by God, rebelling against God through evil, 
depraved, and morally wrong actions; just to name a few. 

God is holy and perfect, and He has set the standard for what is right and wrong. 
Romans 3:23 explains that all of humanity falls short of God's glory and has a sinful 
nature. Our corrupt nature is clearly revealed when it is compared to God's standard 
of righteousness. Steven Curtis Chapman once remarked, "In the gospel, we discover 
we are far worse off than we thought, and far more loved than we ever dreamed." 
Our sins would have eternally separated us from God had it not been for His great 
love that provided a way for them to be forgiven. Jesus took our punishment in order 
to bring all those who will accept His sacrifice into a right relationship with God. 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9



April 20

WHO IS JESUS?

2 Corinthians 5:21

Today's scripture concisely reveals the very heart of the gospel story. John MacAr-
thur spoke of the deliberate wording as being "like a cache of rare jewels, each de-
serving of a careful, reverential examination under the magnifying glass of Scripture. 
It yields truths about the benefactor, the substitute, the beneficiaries, and the benefit."  

Taking a look at 2 Corinthians 5:21 in light of this analogy, we see that God is our 
generous benefactor – someone who offers help by providing aid. According to 
Romans 5:6, we are all powerless to do anything about our sinful condition. We need 
someone to intervene on our behalf. Out of His great love, the Father offered His 
Son as our replacement. Christ willingly served as our substitute – one who takes the 
position of another. The sinless Son of God bore the full wrath of God as payment 
for our sins.

We become the beneficiaries, or recipients, of "the righteousness of God" by placing 
our faith in Christ as our Savior. There is no other way. In John 14:6 Jesus said, "I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." Re-
demption is offered as a free gift to all who will receive it, yet the cost of our salvation 
was so high, so precious that its value cannot be determined or adequately appreci-
ated. The price for bringing us into a right relationship with God was the death of 
His own Son, Jesus Christ.



April 21

WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE?

Romans 5:8; 1 Peter 3:18

The story is told of New York City Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, for whom the New 
York airport was named, presiding over Night Court when an elderly man was 
brought before him for stealing a loaf of bread. Although the gentleman confessed 
his guilt, he explained that he only took the bread in order to feed his starving 
family. LaGuardia noted that the law makes no exceptions for good intentions and 
lawbreakers must face the consequences of their crimes. He proceeded to charge the 
man a fine of ten dollars. Well aware that the thief could not pay the price that was 
required, LaGuardia reached into his own pocket and personally paid for the elderly 
man's crime. The requirements of the law were fulfilled and the offender was set free.

Mayor LaGuardia's compassion shows us an earthly picture of heavenly grace. We 
are all lawbreakers who must, one day, stand before the Judge. Andy Stanley ex-
plains, "God decided not to give us what we deserve – that's mercy. In addition, God 
decided to give us exactly what we don't deserve – we call that grace." 

Today's passages tell us of the One who purchased our condemned souls by paying 
the penalty for our sins. We're told that Jesus died in order to bring us to God. He 
did what we could not do for ourselves. His sacrifice provided the only way for us to 
have a personal relationship with the Father. 



April 22

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? BELIEVE

Acts 16:30-31

It's been said that someone once painted the words "Christ is the answer!" on the side 
of an inner-city building. Reportedly, someone later added the words: "What is the 
question?" Asking the right question is the first step toward finding the answer.

Today's scriptures begin with the Philippian jailer who had been assigned to guard 
Paul and Silas asking, "What must I do to be saved?" Paul didn't give the jailer a 
"to-do" list of things that must be accomplished in order for him to earn salvation. 
That's because the work of salvation has already been done! Instead, Paul and Silas 
answered, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved." 

The jailer might have been surprised to learn that salvation is not found in any 
amount of human effort, but by relying on the work of the cross! Andy Stanley 
explains what believing in Jesus looks like: "Believing means placing one's trust in 
the fact that Jesus is who He claimed to be and that His death accomplished what 
He claimed it accomplished." God sent His Son to die in our place and accepted His 
sacrifice as payment for our sins. 

The Good News of the gospel hasn't changed since the Philippian jailer first posed 
the question, "What must I do to be saved?" The answer continues to be the same: 
"If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved." Romans 10:9 (CSB)



April 23

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? RECEIVE

Luke 19:10; John 1:11-12

Luke 19:10 tells us that Christ's purpose for coming into our world was "to seek and 
to save the lost." During the earthly ministry of Jesus, some chose to believe Him, but 
many more rejected Him. Warren Wiersbe wrote: "They saw His works and heard 
His words. They observed His perfect life. He gave them every opportunity to grasp 
the truth, believe, and be saved. Jesus is the way, but they would not walk with Him 
(John 6:66-71). He is the truth, but they would not believe Him (John 12:37). He is 
the life, and they crucified him!"  

The ministry of Jesus didn't end with His crucifixion. He was raised from the dead 
and is still seeking and saving the lost. The words of John 1:12 are as true today as 
they were when he was inspired to write them. Anyone who will believe in Jesus and 
receive Him by placing their faith in Him as their Savior, will be born again into the 
family of God. 

Charles Spurgeon poetically said, "Faith is described as 'receiving' Jesus. It is the 
empty cup placed under the flowing stream; the penniless hand held out for heavenly 
alms." We are bankrupt when it comes to our own ability to pay for our sins. Like the 
empty cup or the beggar's hand waiting to be filled, we need only to receive Christ's 
sacrifice for our sins in order to be saved.



Sermon Notes



April 26

HE WAS SENT WITH A MISSION

John 17:18

When I was a boy, my Dad was letting me help him work on an old truck with him.  
It was an old Chevy Blazer four-wheel drive. Dad would take moments, pause to 
show me what he was doing, why he was doing it, and what the result should do.

At one point, Dad paused and asked if I could help him find a socket that he needed.  
I immediately got excited and said yes!  I remember going over to the tool bench to 
see what looked like hundreds of scattered sockets.  I had a purpose!  But where do 
I start?  I don't even remember what number he said to look for because I was just 
overjoyed; he had a task for me.  

In the moment of wanting to please my father, I reached out and grabbed a socket.  I 
turned the socket over and asked, "Is this it?".  My Dad said, "Yes, that's the one we 
need, son!"  Two things had to have happened.  Either Dad just wanted me to feel 
good about helping, or by sheer luck, I picked up the correct socket!  

In John 17:18, we read in the first part of this verse, Jesus says, "As you sent me into 
the world."   In just these first few words, Jesus is telling us that he is SENT.  Sent for 
what?  Who sent him?  You can come up with several questions simply by looking at 
this snippet of verse 18.  But from reading God's word, we can ultimately find why 
God sent Jesus.  He had a purpose!

My prayer is that you look deeply and see the mission of Jesus and what that ulti-
mately means for your life.



April 27

HE WAS SENT WITH A MISSION

John 17:18b, Acts 20:24

I am a huge fan of drag racing.  In the drag racing world, we have a language we 
speak that, for the most part, only other "hot rodders" or car enthusiasts understand. 

When I go to a drag race event, we will sit in the stands to watch the cars go down 
the track.  You can watch a car just come together, and it just works.  They make a 
perfect pass.   When this perfect pass from a car comes along, and you know it was 
fast, one of us will look at the other and say, "Man, that thing was on a mission!".

I know you are asking yourself, "what does drag racing have to do with Jesus?".  As 
we read in our text in John, we see that Jesus clearly had a mission.  Jesus didn't 
mince his words.  He would oftentimes just come out and address the sin or situ-
ation directly, and everyone knew it immediately.  He was on a mission and didn't 
have time to beat around the bush per se.  When Jesus met with someone that was a 
Spirit-led moment, "he was on Mission!"

How do we respond to the mission that Jesus gave us?  If we take a look at Acts 20:24, 
we see how Paul responds with an example to us and his posture and attitude about 
his life that he lives for Christ.  Let's be honest.  We read that, and thoughts of failure 
and inadequacy start to creep in.  But I want to encourage you that God isn’t asking 
us to walk up to every person we meet or encounter and bombard them with our 
faith.  What he does ask us to do is to pray for the opportunities and to be obedient 
when those times come.  Colossians 4:2-6



April 28

HE SAVED US TO SEND US

Matthew 28:18-20

There is probably a subject or something you could say that you are very knowledge-
able about.  It could be sports, your occupation, or a hobby.  Generally, we can speak 
into and give excellent insight if asked about the subject of interest.

We would be hard-pressed to claim we were the "authority" on the subject.  As we 
look at Matthew 28:18, Jesus makes a bold claim.  He says, "All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me."  He didn't say a small portion, or I have some 
authority. He says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

You see, Jesus saved us from the judgment for our sins before a Holy God.  With 
the price that Jesus paid for our sins, he asks us to follow him. Matthew 4:18-20. By 
following Jesus, he asks for our obedience. John 15:14. As we look at the passages fol-
lowing verse 18, we see Jesus give a very serious command.  Verse 19-20 "Therefore 
GO and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com-
manded you.  And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

I don't know about you, but I don't want to reach the end of this life and stand before 
my King Jesus and not have made even one disciple.  Who has Jesus put in your life 
to disciple?  No one wants to be somebody's self-righteous project.  But as you begin 
to pray about this, ask the Holy Spirit who needs to hear your story of a changed life 
by following Jesus?



April 29

HE SENDS US WITH A MESSAGE

1 Corinthians 1:18

At a very young age, I decided to make Jesus the Lord of my life.  All my young adult 
life, I can remember church was just something I did. I was around some godly 
people that were born-again believers.  But even though there was a change in my 
heart after professing faith in Jesus and having the Holy Spirit inside me, after several 
years, it became routine. I assumed everyone knew enough about Jesus to make a 
decision but just didn’t have the desire to know Jesus as Lord and to them, it was just 
foolishness.

Scripture tells us in 1 Corinthians 1:18, "For the message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."  

Today, I try to be intentional about whom I spend my time with.  I understand that 
church isn't something I do, it's worship that I get to enter into!  I spend time with 
non-believers to share my faith.  Make no mistake about it, we are sent here to de-
liver a message.  

"I've always said that I don't respect people who don't proselytize. I don't respect 
that at all. If you believe that there is a heaven and a hell, and people could be go-
ing to hell or not getting eternal life, and you think that it's not really worth telling 
them this because it would make it socially awkward, how much do you have to hate 
somebody to not proselytize? How much do you have to hate somebody to believe 
everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?”
     – Penn Jillette from Penn & Teller, Atheist



April 30

HE SENDS US WITH A MESSAGE

Romans 10:14

What gets you excited? All of us have other passions that get us fired up and eager to 
talk when the subject arises.

If your anything like me in your walk with Jesus, you have had the mindset that it 
was the preacher’s job to “save” the people we encounter and the people that attend 
church.  

Have you ever thought about using what you consider your passion and turn it into 
a way to share the Gospel with those you encounter?  Just think of the possibilities!  
If we honestly think about it, we could probably count about five people that enjoy 
the same passion or hobby we have, and those are potential discipleship opportuni-
ties!

We can rest in the Holy Spirit and understand that it is his job to work through us 
and use us.  All we have to do is be obedient to pray for those opportunities, and 
then ask the Holy Spirit to give us the words and knowledge on how to move for-
ward.  If you are still struggling with where to start, I will leave you with some advice 
a pastor friend gave me when I was struggling to share my faith. 

“Start by simply asking to pray for the individual.  It doesn’t have to be elaborate.  It 
can be straight and to the point.  Every time I have asked to pray for someone, no 
one has ever turned down prayer.” – Allan Eakin




